
CITY OF OVID        Approved 11-12-18 
REGULAR MEETING 
OCTOBER 8, 2018 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: Ms. Perrien, Mr. Brown, Mr. Lasher Mr. Williams, Mr. Moore and Mr. Ordiway. 
ABSENT:  Mr. Zwick. 
EX OFFICIOS:  Don Passmore – DPW Superintendent, Sgt. Rick Hogle – Sargent of Police, Cindy Fruchey – Treasurer and Josy Medina-Clerk.  
 
VISITORS:  Patti Stewart, Doug Scott, Dana Bancroft and Taylor Cook. 
 
AGENDA:  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to accept the agenda as printed. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to accept the minutes of the regular meeting held on September 10, 
2018 and the Special meeting held on September 24, 2018 as presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Williams to accept the check registry for the period of September 8th 
thru October 5, 2018 as printed. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER:  Ms. Fruchey submitted an expenditure/revenue report for August & September 2018.  If you have any question feel free to come 
and see her. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Ms. Dana Bancroft, she is on the board for the O-E Youth Football and she was approached by Mrs. Vincent requested 
permission to hold a balloon visual release at the Football Field in honor of her son Carson Vincent for his birthday.  It will be held on November 
10, 2018 so we are asking permission to hold this event at the now City Football Field. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to allow the O-E Youth Football to hold a balloon visual release at the Football 
Field in honor of her son Carson Vincent for his birthday for Saturday, November 10, 2018 in honor of Carson Vincent. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
POLICE:  Sgt. Hogle reported that all went well during Carriage Days and that there was only one arrest.  He also reported that he has been 
working on the blights and that the water pump went out on the 2014 vehicle although, it was under warranty.   The department will be 
transferring over to a new report writing system to report over to the State of Michigan.  This new software is free to us so we only will have to 
take some training on the use of it. 
 
DPW:  Mr. Passmore reported that he has submitted a notice for the paper informing the residence that we will begin picking up leaves on the 
first Monday of November until first Monday of December.  The inspection on the water tower on Gratiot has been completed all is good other 
than we will have to clean the bottom of the tower with a power washer.  The are working on the pot holes and he will be in touch with MMPA 
on if they will be helping with the cost of the repair on W. Williams street.   
 
 
Mr. Brown requested that now that the Fire Department will be moving out soon would he mind emailing the on-call schedule to him when 
they finally move.   
 
Mr. Passmore replied yes that he would do that. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Ordiway to accept the Treasurer, Police and DPW reports as presented along with the 
expenditure/revenue report for August & September 2018. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1.  Mr. Doug Scott first thanked the City for entrusting ROWE Engineering Firm with our Engineering work.  He has been working with the City 
since 1998.  So, thank you for continuing on trusting us with your engineering needs.   
 
Mr. Scott presented to the Council the completed Water Reliability Study.  This study is required to be done every five years.  The last time the 
City did this was in 2009 almost 10 years.  Now Mr. Scott went over the report he explained that the recommendations that are listed in the 
report are just that a recommendation they are not mandated by the State.  It does not mean that we have to do them but it is recommended 
that try to do some of them or at least show that we the City are trying to do improvements to our water system.   
 
The reports explain what our system may need, what the trends are, the population and service areas. It will also tell us where the system may 
need work on.   
 
Mr. Scott stated that if there is anything else that they would like them to provide them with in regard to information on this study they will do 
so.  Mr. Passmore has a complete copy of everything that they did on this study along with a digital copy.  He continued to go over the report.   
 
Mr. Scott introduced Mr. Taylor Cook who did most of gathering information from the office that was needed.   
 



We have three different wells and MDEQ requires you to look at having two in service which give you 650 gallons per minute which is more 
than we need.   Now your distribution system we have 13 ½ miles of water mains that the City is responsible for.   The storage tank is on Gratiot 
street that is 100 thousand gallons of storing water.  The stand pipe on M-21 with a capacity of 270 thousand gallons.  That was built in 1991.  
The plant’s sole purpose is to remove iron and that is where our disinfected chemicals are poured into.   
 
As far as the City’s firm capacity we are using only about 35% which is great.  This would allow for growth within your community.  We 
recommend that you continue to maintain your system your staff does a great job on that.   
 
Mr. Scott went over all the items related to the cost that was estimated in the report for priority projects listed in the report.  This all has been 
discussed with current as well as past Council members. 
 
Don has reviewed everything and once the Council approves the report we will submit it to the State of Michigan MDEQ.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to accept the Water Reliability Study that was presented by Mr. Scott of ROWE 
Engineering and allow them to submit it to the State of Michigan. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
2.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Moore to accept the 2018 October Budget Amendments as presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
3.  A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Mr. Williams to designate Trick or Treat hours from 5 pm to 7 pm and the Halloween 
Party to follow at the Ovid Lions Club. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1.  Mayor Lasher stated that the Finance committee had a meeting to discuss ideas for the 2019 budget.   We should receive City’s PPT 
reimbursement by October 20, 2018.  After the 20th we will begin working harder on the 2019 budget.   
 
Further discussion was held.  One of the things we are trying to get a hand on is the Consumer’s bill.  We haven’t increased those line items in a 
very long time and with all the increases we need to take a better look at those lines another is the lines for supplies has not been increase in a 
number of years.  We will be looking at those lines to.  Our staff has done an excellent job in utilizing the supply lines but it is time for us to 
truly, evaluate those lines.   
 
Mr. Moore commented that we have only had one millage increase since he had been in Council and has been 16 years.   
 
Mr. Moore commented that the City has done well for the past 18 years.   
 
Mayor Lasher commented that he agreed that the Council has done a good job and that our staff has done an even better job in utilizing the 
resources available to us.   
 
FINANCE Committee: 
Mayor Lasher informed the Council that they Finance committee met and one of the items we spoke of was the water rates and what is going 
to drive that is the lead & copper requirements.  We don’t know how many galvanized lines.  If a resident has galvanized lines we will have to 
replace them.  So, the committee took a guess and maybe 2/3rd’s of those would need to be replaced.  The estimated cost we figure is 2 
thousand per parcel which comes to about 40 thousand a year.  That will start in 2021.  By the end of 2020 we have to have the survey done 
and then start the process in 2021/22 and we have 20 years to do this.  So, what we need to think about is raising the water rates.  One way 
could be to create a ready to serve fee for water.  This would apply to all water users even if the water is off.  We already have a ready to serve 
fee for the sewer and that is for maintenance so that those lines are intact.  Another option could be that we raise the usage rate but that is not 
a for sure thing because if you leave and have your water turned off for the winter season for an example you would not get billed for that. So, 
this is something for you to think about.  The last time we raised rates was in 2016.   
 
PARK & RECREATION:  Mayor Lasher informed the Council that the tree in Boyer Park continues to grow and as it grows it is moving the brick 
around the base due to the roots.  We basically need to remove the tree.  This is something for the committee to consider and bring to the 
Council a recommendation.   
 
Ms. Perrien asked if there was any discussion on the bathroom at the Football field area? 
 
Mayor Lasher replied that from the Finance committee’s stand point the discussion was that the City can provide the labor and materials to put 
the sewer line in.  We don’t have the funds to install a grinder pump.  If the City needs to be the author for the activity for the State we can do 
that.   
 
There are grants out there through the DNR.  The Committee needs to start working on the 5-year plan for Park & Recreation.  That expires 
soon.  The facility is used by the community a lot.   
 
Mr. Brown commented that he has spoken to some of the parents from the football group and they commented that if needed they could help 
provide some of the labor to build that building.  They have a lot of skill trades persons involved with the league.   
 
CARRIAGE DAYS:  Ms. Perrien reported that they would be meeting this month to close out the year. 
 



CEMETERY:  Mr. Ordiway reported that all is going well.   
 
Mayor Lasher asked that they look into issue of grave blankets as to if they would be allowed and if so how and who is to remove them.   
 
OMESA:  Mayor Lasher reported that bills were paid and they are on track with the building and they plan to move in in November. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Ms. Perrien reported that they meet 1st Monday of every month.  We are currently working on the zoning map. 
 
Mayor Lasher asked where is the group at with the zoning map?   
 
Ms. Perrien replied that they were looking at if the City is going to want the map with parcel numbers on each parcel or what. 
 
Mayor Lasher replied that they would defiantly want parcel numbers on the map.   
 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown reported that the Board met and they will be doing landscaping, and putting a fence in.  they received a donation from the 
Marion Family in memory or their parents in the amount of $7,.200.  We started turning off the WIFI at night do to we continue to get damage 
to the WIFI covers.  This continues to happen so we have decided to do that.  We had discussion on getting bids on new furnaces because we 
had them inspected and one did not pass.  The two furnaces are the originals so it is time to invest in new ones.  At the same time who ever 
gets the bid will also be doing the duct work to have them cleaned. 
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown reported that there were no meetings in August & September.  They will be meeting later this month. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:   
1.  Mayor Lasher reported that he asked the staff to look into providing WiFi to Boyer Park.  Liza had a provider look at the location and the 
notion is to put the equipment on this building and beam it to Boyer Park.  We have not gotten a response from Day Starr as to what the cost 
would be per month.  When we get that information, we will bring that to the Council. 
 
2.  Mayor Lasher informed the Council that we have the minutes of the Closed session.   
 
The Clerk handed out the minutes and asked that after they have read them that she will collect them.   
 
Ms. Perrien pointed out that there was a typo on a certain page.   
 
Ms. Medina asked that they circle it and she will make the correction and once the typo is corrected and approved the minutes will be kept for 
one year and then destroyed.   
 
Mayor Lasher asked for a motion.  A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Ms. Perrien to accept the minutes of the closed session held 
on September 24, 2018 with correction on one typo that was discussed. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
ADJOURNMENT; Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 8:47 pm.  
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 


